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This project was undertaken in hopes of filling a need for pathologists and dermatologists who 
review skin biopsies in their practice of medicine. While pediatric dermatopathology is a small 
niche, it is an important one, and one that slips through the cracks of the curriculum in both 
pathology and dermatology training programs. The nomenclature in diagnostic dermatopa-
thology presents great problems for pathologists who do not have specialized training in der-
matopathology. The problem is even more dramatic when one attempts to master dermatologic 
diseases that are seen largely in children with their own unique set of histologic changes. It is 
the authors’ sincere hope that with the concerted efforts of our team of clinical pediatric der-
matologists and pathology-trained dermatopathologists, we were able to put together a com-
pendium of dermatologic diseases that is readily accessible and contains useful up-to-date 
information regarding the diagnostic clinical and histologic features, useful discussion of his-
tologic mimics to be differentiated, and current knowledge of the molecular basis of diseases 
and their pathogenesis. We have attempted to concentrate our efforts on diseases that affect 
children, recognizing that some dermatologic conditions are seen in adults as well, and there-
fore, are not included in this volume. In situations where patients of any age may develop a 
dermatologic problem, we have highlighted the features that are more commonly encountered 
in children. We have also attempted to keep abreast with currently accepted disease classifica-
tions, particularly related to the rapidly evolving field of vascular anomalies.

We have assembled into a single book many representative clinical and histologic photo-
graphs that serve to highlight the major diagnostic features required to establish diagnoses. We 
received the generous support of many clinical colleagues, who helped us to accumulate clini-
cal and histologic photographs of some of the diseases, and these contributors are acknowl-
edged throughout the volume. The authors would also like to publicly acknowledge others 
whose contributions may not be obvious from the text.

 Thuy L. Phung 
 Teresa S. Wright 
 Crystal Y. Pourciau 
 Bruce R. Smoller 

Preface
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