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 Gene therapy of cancer still represents the major fi eld of research activities and clinical 
efforts in gene therapy. Therefore, generating informative and representative updates in this 
fi eld is becoming increasingly important but also challenging. In this new edition the edi-
tors focus on coverage of gene therapies particularly aiming at treatment of solid tumors. 
Solid tumors are of great clinical importance, since they cover tumor entities, which are of 
highest incidence, such as colon, breast, lung, and prostate cancer. Therefore, solid tumors 
represent the primary target of cancer gene therapies. 

 This new edition is making the attempt to provide broad and representative insights into 
recent developments of experimental and clinical strategies for cancer gene therapy, knowing 
that it is quite ambitious, if not almost impossible to cover all of the important ones. 

 As it lies in the tradition of these Methods in Molecular Biology editions, the majority 
of chapters are designed to provide step-by-step protocols of particular gene therapeutic 
strategies in combination with helpful technical notes and brief but very informative intro-
ductions to the specifi c experimental or clinical approach. This is fueled by    the strong belief 
that apart from describing what has been achieved the description of how this was done is 
sometimes helpful for those working in the fi eld or those who are just about getting in 
touch with this exciting research area. These chapters are complemented by non-protocol 
contributions providing overviews in current developments of novel technologies and gene 
therapeutic approaches. Furthermore important issues in the context of clinical gene ther-
apy, such as ethical aspects and guidelines of how clinical studies should be designed and 
performed, are included as valuable additions.  

  Berlin, Germany     Wolfgang     Walther    
       Ulrike     Stein     
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