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This work provides: 

* A holistic treatment of the main medical disciplines. The basic sci- 
ences including most of the achievements in cell and molecular 
biology have been blended with pathology and clinical medicine. 
Thus, a special feature is that departmental barriers have been 
overcome. 

* The subject matter covered in preclinical and clinical courses has 
been reduced by almost one-third without sacrificing any of the 
essentials of a sound medical education. This information base 
thus represents an integrated core curriculum. 

* The movement towards reform in medical teaching calls for the 
adoption of an integrated core curriculum involving small-group 
teaching and the recognition of the student as an active learner. 

* There are increasing indications that the traditional education sys- 
tem in which the teacher plays the role of expert and the student 
that of a passive learner is undergoing reform in many medical 
schools. The trend can only grow. 

* Medical biology as the new profession has the power to simplify 
the problem of reductionism. 

* Over 700 internationally acclaimed medical scientists, patholo- 
gists, clinical investigators, clinicians and bioethicists are 
participants in this undertaking. 
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